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Mid-Western Horseman’s Society
Annual General Meeting November 4, 2018
Crabby Joe’s restaurant, Strathroy, Ontario

PRESENT:  Troy Legomski, President
Ken McLellan, Vice President
Shelley Thomson, Treasurer
Tahna Kirby, Membership Secretary

Directors: John Gilbrath, Lisa Currah, Brenda Douglas, Mitchell Carruthers
Members: Janice Thompson, Joanne Sanderson Jane Thomson 
Guests:  Dawna Truesdell, Sherri Grubb

A quorum was not established. 

Minutes of last meeting:  A motion to accept the November 12 2018 ABM was made by Brenda 
Douglas seconded by Tahna Kirby. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Shelley presented the treasurer’s report. The General Account $13,495.17 
plus $300 float on hand. This is approximately down $2000 from 2017. Youth Activity Account 
$431.18 Total Youth GIC $4402.37, Scholarship Account $3740.55 Total Scholarship GIC 
$67,861.49  The Signing authorities for the general and Youth Activity Accounts are Shelley 
Thomson, Troy Legomski and John Gilbrath.    Shelley informed the membership about a NSF 
from 2016 Western Fair entries. She let everyone know that we agreed at the board meeting to 
take legal action to retrieve the money. The question was asked if we can post her name on 
social media.  Shelley said she will ask that question to Shirley Conod who is assisting us in this 
matter. No changes were made to the Scholarship Standing Committee and signing authorities 
remain Dawna Truesdell, Donna Klapak, Brian Ropp and Shelley Thomson.
 Motion to accept this report John Gilbrath seconded by Brenda Douglas. 

Awards: Shelley Thomson let everyone know that she is working on the awards and Mitchell 
Carruthers is doing the rotating trophies. Shelley was wanting to know  the memberships 
opinion, If she was to purchase an award on sale, do the members feel she needs to purchase 
more to bring the award to bring it to the budget amount or is everyone ok with an award of 
value but under budget. The membership in attendance agreed that and award of value but 
under budget is acceptable.  It was suggested to have the option to give the award back as a 
donation on the award survey. 
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Banquet: Brenda Douglas informed the membership that the banquet is all set up and that once
again Helping Hands are catering the meal and it is at the Melbourne Legion.  She asked if she 
may be able to get help to clean up after. 

Fundraising: Shelley Thomson has let us know that two cases of chocolates are outstanding.  
Shelley also let everyone know that the clinic is on Easter weekend this year. We are going to 
proceed with a Saturday date and let everyone know what the schedule will be soon. A few 
different ideas where shared. 

Sponsorship:  Lisa Currah reminded everyone the names of the sponsors for the 2018 year. 

Horse Shows:  Lisa presented a printed report. She mentioned that we are thinking about 
moving the date for the REACH show.  It was suggested that it may be harder to get some of 
the Jr. A’s because it will be closer to exams. A discussion was had about Dorchester and the 
shape of the show arena.   Shelley Thomson told the membership that we are thinking of 
changing the Dorchester show to Brigden. This would change it to a two day show with Tri-
county.  Sheri Grubb said that the Zone 1 Arabian club are writing the Dorchester fair board 
letting them know that the condition of the pen were unacceptable. Shelley said she could 
write a letter from Mid-west to support theirs.  Shelley said financially she is planning to look at 
raising our show fees. After a discussion about other possible ways it was agreed that 
increasing show fees was likely the best. 

Show & Contest: Ken McLellan submitted a report showing a comparison of numbers 
comparing this year’s show to previous years. Ilderton and Brigden Fairs were cancelled 
because of the weather.  He mentioned that the Judges were $350 except for Dorchester and it 
was more money because of the U.S. exchange.  Rodney is talking about having us back next 
year but Stratford Fair is not sure if they will have a ring for us next year. 

Western Fair: Donna Klapak submitted her report to tell us that there were 127 horses this year
and despite the construction around London move in went well.  The weather was great.

Scholarship: Shelley Thomson submitted the report for Lindsay Medland.  There were two 
applicants this year but only one completed all the requirements. Dawna Truesdell expressed 
an interest in chairing this committee next year. 

Points: Carrie Vanass was not able to attend so Troy Legomski submitted the report saying that 
the audit went well. Ken McLellan made a motion to destroy the 2017 entry forms. Mitchell 
Carruthers second, carried. 
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Membership: Tahna Kirby said in her report that $2040 were taken in for memberships. 44 
Single, 12 Family 7 Lifetime, 10 novice. 16 of them are renewals.

Rulebook:  50 new books were printed and 25 are left over. 

Website/ Facebook:  Troy Legomski had nothing to report. 
A motion to accept all reports was made by Tahna Kirby

Elections: (Dawna Truesdell)
President:  Troy Legomski nominated by John Gilbrath, Brenda Douglas 2nd ACCEPTED

Janice Thompson was nominated by Mitchell Carruthers, Troy Legomski 2nd (declined)
John Gilbrath was nominated by Brenda Douglas, Troy Legomski 2nd (declined)

Vice President:  John Gilbrath nominated by Shelley Thomson, Brenda Douglas 2nd (declined)
Ken McLellan nominated by Troy Legomski, Mitchel Carruthers 2nd (declined)
Brenda Douglas nominated by John Gilbrath, Tahna Kirby 2nd (declined)
Janice Thompson was nominated by Shelley Thomson, Tahna Kirby 2nd (declined)
Lisa Currah was nominated by Shelley Thomson, Tahna Kirby 2nd (declined)
Tahna Kirby nominated by Mitchel Caruthers, John Gilbrath 2nd ACCEPTED

Treasurer: Shelley Thomson nominated by Troy Legomski, Tahna Kirby 2nd ACCEPTED

Recording Secretary: Lisa Currah nominated by Troy Legomski, Michel Caruthers 2nd ACCEPTED

Membership Secretary: Carrie Vanass nominated by Tahna Kirby, Mitchell Carruthers 2nd

Directors: Members were polled and the following agreed to stand as directors, Mitchell 
Carruthers, Ken McLellan, John Gilbrath, Janice Thompson.

Discussions:
1.  Lisa Currah said she was asked if we can change how we do Warm Up Barrels to 
accommodate those wishing to use the class to help with an issue. We have no formal rules for 
this class so it was agreed to make a rule for this. Lisa Currah made a motion to have a 
maximum 60 seconds from the time entered the gate for warm up barrels.  Tahna Kirby 
seconded
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2.  This year we had an issue with a junior member who entered Walk, Jog on a horse then 
wanted to enter the Jr. A speed events. The family was informed that they have to choose one 
or the other.  After a discussion it was agreed the rule should stand as is. 

3. Shelley Thomson said she felt the Scholarship entry date should be the third Sunday in 
September so they can use their volunteer hours at Western Fair if it is held. It also allows more
time to get transcripts after going back to school. There was a suggestion that it could be 
changed to the third Monday. It was agreed this is a good idea. 

4. Sherry Grubb handed out information about the Zone One Arabian Horse Club and invited 
everyone to come out to a show. There are several all-breed classes at their shows. 

Motion to Adjourn by Brenda Douglas. 

At the awards banquet December 1 2018 a quorum was established. Sherri Fletcher said she 
would continue as a board member. A vote was taken and the 2019 Executive nominations 
were accepted. Motion from AGM: Lisa Currah made a motion to have a maximum 60 seconds 
from the time entered the gate for Warm Up Barrels, Tahna Kirby 2nd. Carried.  Cassie Mondon 
made a motion to Destroy the 2017 entry forms, Carrie Vanass 2nd. Carried. 


